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might truthfully be said that the pedestrian character of his qualities made it
possible for him to rise to the occasions which confronted him: his inherent
conservatism immunised him from attacks of revolutionary ardour; his fund of
sound common sense provided the means of grasping essentials and appreciating
conciliatory measures; and his high conception of kingly duty enabled him to
bear all the inconveniences of a loathsome and incurable disease.

Henry was in the full vigour of manhood when he came to the throne in
1399. He was born on 3rd April 1367 in his father's castle of Bolingbroke in
Lincolnshire; but before he was three years old the plague robbed him of his
charming mother, Blanche of Lancaster, whom Chaucer immortalised as the
" Whyte Lady; " and his early years were spent in the company of men and
women employed by his father to minister to his childish needs and look after
his education. Married shortly before his fourteenth birthday to one of the
de Bohun heiresses, he was quickly drawn into the vortex of political life ; and,
as we have already seen, was one of the opposition to Oxford's influence over
Richard II. in 1387-8. In 1390 Henry became a soldier of fortune. It was
his intention to join an expedition financed by the rich Venetian merchants to
attack El Mahadia (Tunis), the lair of the corsairs who preyed upon life and
property in the Mediterranean; but for some reason or other he changed his
mind at the last moment and set off on a reysa or expedition to Lithuania,
there to assist the Teutonic Knights against the pagan Lithuanians. He quickly
established a reputation as a good soldier; was present at "the Battle of the
Pagans/' fought near Alt Kowno (August); and did yeoman service in the
operations before Vilna. He returned home in the spring of 1391. But the
life of adventure appealed to him, and in July he went back to his friends in
Lithuania. His services, however, were no longer required; and he thereupon
decided to take a trip to Palestine. Journeying overland to Venice, where
he was right royally entertained by Antonio Vernieri, the doge, he chartered a
galley, and two or three days before Christmas 1391 sailed away for Jaffa,
which was reached at the end of January ; for Henry had dallied in Rhodes to
pay his respects to the Grand Master Heredia of the Order of Knights Hospitaller
of St John of Jerusalem. His entry to the Holy City was made on the back
of an ass: there he visited the Mount of Olives, and the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. On his homeward journey he called at Famagusta in Cyprus to
visit the king of the island, James of Lusignan, who presented him with a
leopard; at Rhodes he again saw the Grand Master Heredia, and from him
received a " sarasin," who had embraced the Christian religion and was called
Henry; and in the middle of March the galley dropped anchor off Venice.
Travelling overland to England he found time to caU upon Gian Galeassfcp
Viscohti, Count of Milan, whose sister had manied Henry's under lio^^of
Clarence; while in the city he visited Clarence's grave and the tombs of